
Photo Essay Rubric Excellent Good Poor 
Introduction 
 
 

 
 
This slide clearly introduces the 
social problem, providing relevant 
background information and 
answering all parts of the prompt. 
 
 
 
 
(5-4 points) 

 
 
This slide introduces the social 
problem, providing some 
relevant background information 
and answering some parts of the 
prompt. 
 
 
 
(3-2 points) 

 
 
This slide fails to clearly 
introduces the social 
problem, providing 
limited or no relevant 
background information 
and answering some or 
no parts of the prompt. 
 
(1-0 points) 

Photo Slides 
 
 

10-8 photos are provided 
pertaining to the designated 
social problem. Each photo 
contains a citation. 
 
 
(10-7 points) 

7-5 photos are provided 
pertaining to the designated 
social problem. Each photo 
contains a citation. 
 
 
(6-4 points) 

4-1 photos are provided 
pertaining to the 
designated social 
problem. Each photo 
contains a citation. 
 
(4-0 points) 

Narrative Analysis 
 
 

For each of the 10-8 photos, a 
narrative explaining how the 
photo exemplifies the social 
problem being discussed. Course 
concepts are included. 
 
 
 
(20-14 points) 

For each of the 7-5 photos, a 
narrative explaining how the 
photo exemplifies the social 
problem being discussed. Course 
concepts are included. 
 
 
 
(13-6 points) 

For each of the 4-1 
photos, a narrative 
explaining how the 
photo exemplifies the 
social problem being 
discussed. Course 
concepts are included. 
 
(5-0 points) 

Conclusion 
 
 

This slide clearly wraps up the 
discussion of the social problem 
in an interesting and engaging 
way. 
 
 
(5-4 points) 

This slide wraps up the discussion 
of the social problem without 
being overly interesting or 
engaging. 
 
 
(3-2 points) 

This slide fails to wrap 
up the discussion of the 
social problem. 
 
 
 
(1-0 points) 

Grammar/spelling/ 
mechanics 

The presentation contains zero 
errors with grammar, spelling and 
mechanics or very few errors that 
do not substantially impact the 
presentation as a whole. 
 
 
 
 
(5-4 points) 

The presentation contains more 
than a few errors with grammar, 
spelling, and mechanics but they 
do not substantially impact the 
presentation as a whole. 
 
 
 
 
(3-2 points) 

The presentation 
contains more than a 
few errors with 
grammar, spelling, and 
mechanics that 
substantially negatively 
impact the presentation 
as a whole. 
 
(1-0 points) 

Layout/design The layout/design is professional-
looking and pleasing to view. 
 
 
 
(5-4 points) 

The layout/design is adequate 
but is not overly professional-
looking or especially pleasing to 
view. 
 
(3-2 points) 

The layout/design is 
inadequate, not 
professional-looking, 
and unpleasing to view. 
 
(1-0 points) 

   Total Points Possible = 
50 




